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imprisoned separately from those who had not yet been heard,
the commissioners gave a refusal. They noted the other
points in the protest, and promised to consider them.
When the proceedings were resumed on the following day,
the witnesses were mostly members of the Order. Hugh de
Buris admitted the denial of Jesus Christ, spitting and
idolatry. Asked to describe the idol, he said it was a head
with a long beard. He contested the allegation that the
brethren were permitted to engage in unnatural relations.
Gerard de Passage deposed that he had been admitted to the
Order in Cyprus but had left it five years ago. On his recep-
tion, he had been given a crucifix and told that it was nothing
but a piece of wood. He admitted spitting on the cross and
giving indecent kisses. Fearful tortures had been inflicted on
him in prison. A serving brother, Geoffrey de Tatan,
admitted the main charges, including the denial of Christ,
spitting on the cross, and indecent kisses. On May 6th
appeared Raymond de Vassiniac, who confessed to indecency.
He had abjured his errors, cut off his beard, and wore secular
garb. Baldwin de St. Just, Prior of Ponthieu, admitted most
of the accusations, but thought that the practice of the Temple
varied in different countries. Gilbert d'Encray, a servant,
had refused to deny Jesus Christ on entry into the Order and,
when told to give an indecent kiss, had avoided it* He
admitted that unnatural vices had been mentioned to him.
Jacob de Troyes, another servant, confessed to the main
charges, but had never seen the idol, though he had heard
of it
This evidence for the prosecution was on the whole most
untrustworthy, and the commissioners had been suspicious of
certain of the witnesses who violently assailed the Order.
The hundreds of defenders were still to be heard, and they
were not discouraged by the testimony already presented to
the court. De Boulogne and the other representatives carried
cheerful reports to the prisons, and assured the brethren that